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READING TIPS
Here are some great tips for reading with 
young children:
•  Hold the book so that children can easily see the cover 

and the illustrations. 

•  Make a few comments about the illustration on the 
cover and note the author. 

•  Show excitement and read the story expressively.

•  Listen for children’s comments or questions and  
respond briefly to confirm or clarify. 

•  Provide information to expand children’s understanding. 

•  Have fun!

VOCABULARY WORDS
While you read, take time to explain words that might 
be new to children. These explanations can be verbal or 
something more active, such as gestures, making a sound, 
pointing to an illustration, or using tone of voice to  
convey a word’s meaning.

Here are some words to talk about while reading  
and discussing Quackers:

Amusing: makes someone smile or laugh

Communicating: getting and sending messages

Flock: a group of animals, usually birds

Options: choices

Overjoyed: very happy

Strange: unusual or weird

Join us on October 19, 2017, to read Quackers together, and then use  
the following activities to bring the book to life for the children at your event. 

Learn more at readfortherecord.org.
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ACTIVITIES
Write or Draw About Quackers 
The ducks like to play with Quackers even though he is 
a cat. Prompt children to create a story by drawing and 
writing about the adventures Quackers and the ducks 
could have. Draw pictures and write a story together 
about what would happen if someone new joined the 
duck pond. For example, what would happen if you  
introduced the ducks to a dog? 

•  Invite children to write or draw on their paper with a 
crayon or marker. Provide help writing if requested and 
accept children’s scribble writing, if used.

Guessing Game
Play a silly guessing game with words from Quackers.  

•  Explain to children that you will say some words from 
the story in a funny way. Tell children that after you say 
each word, they should say the word in the right way. 
For example, if you say “a-(pause)-mu-(pause)-sing,” 
children should say “amusing.”

•  Play the game using the words listed below. Present  
one word at a time and say it twice slowly, in parts, 
as indicated by the hyphens.

•  Focus on using your voice to help children hear the 
sounds in the words. 

•  Ask children to listen closely to the words you are  
saying and when they think they know what it is, they 
can raise their hands to share with the group!

   C–a–t
   A–mu–sing
   P–on–d
   Qu–ack–ers
   St–ran–ge

I Like Me!
Quackers is one of a kind and his friends like him that 
way! Celebrate children’s unique identities by creating a 
giant mural together that gives each child an opportunity 
to think about what makes him or her special.

•  Spread out a roll of butcher paper on a large table,  
wall, or floor. 

•  Let children know that each child will draw a picture  
of what makes him or her special on the paper.

    For example, a child could draw a flower if he likes to 
be outside or a musical note if she likes music. Children 
could also draw a picture of themselves.

•  Allow children to decorate using markers and crayons, 
as well as other materials that are available. 

•  As children draw, ask questions and make comments 
about the similarities and differences between drawings. 
Encourage children to look at the drawings from one 
another’s perspective, and understand that someone 
else might like different things. 

•  After all children have drawn, title the project  
“I Like Me! I Am Special.”

•  Be sure to conclude this activity by reminding children 
that everyone is unique, just like Quackers!

Sing Together
Singing is a great way to start an event! 
(Visit readfortherecord.org for the lyrics.)

Sing the following songs:

•  5 Little Ducks, a song about what happens when five little 
ducks go out to play.

•  The Barnyard Song, about a barnyard, like where Mittens 
and the other cats live.

•  The More We Get Together, a great song about friendship 
and perfect for a group sing-along.


